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intendence of the work. Another board of commissioners is in- 
stituted, consisting of three persons, whose office it is to take 
charge of the canal fund. This board is empowered to borrow 
money on the credit of the state, at an interest not exceeding six 
per cent, and to such amount as the legislature shall from time 
to time determine. The sum specified for the last year was four 
hundred thousand dollars. Such portion of this sum as was 
wanted, has been borrowed in the city of New York. For money 
thus obtained, the commissioners issue transferable certificates of 
stock, redeemable at the pleasure of the legislature, at any time 
between the years 1850 and 1875. The bill provides for the 
annual payment of the interest, by a tax ' on all the property 
in the state, entered on the grand list, and taxable for state pur- 
poses.' Provision is also made for the gradual accumulation of 
a fund, which, together with the profits of the canals when com- 
pleted, is pledged for the final redemption of the. stock. 

From the Report of the Canal Commissioners it appears, that 
the wdrk has been begun, and is rapidly advancing. Nearly two 
thousand laborers were employed in November last. The whole 
amount of contracts already made on the two lines is little short 
of a million of dollars. The soil throughout the state seems well 
adapted for constructing canals, and there is no apprehension that 
water in abundance will not be supplied by the streams. The 
market of New York, it would appear, is the chief motive inspir- 
ing the hopes of the citizens of Ohio, in prosecuting this arduous 
work of connecting the river with the lake. ' One great object,' 
say the commissioners, ' proposed by the construction of that ca- 
nal, and probably the most important, is the opening of a direct 
and commodious channel of commerce, between the interior of 
our state and the great commercial emporium of America, where 
a safe, advantageous, and certain market can at all times be had 
for the surplus productions of our soil, and such commodities as 
are desired in return, can always be procured at the fairest rates, 
and in the greatest abundance.' By this canal a complete in- 
ternal water communication between New Orleans and New York 
will be effected. 



9. — A Historical Sketch of the Formation of the Confederacy, 
particularly with Reference to the Provincial Limits, and the 
Jurisdiction of the General Government over Indian Tribes, 
and the Public Territory. By Joseph Blunt. New York. 
1825. Geo. and Charles Carvill. 8vo. pp. 116. 

This title expresses very distinctly and fully the purpose of the 
author, in the work to which it is prefixed. The subject is one, 
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which has not been handled before in a separate and methodical 
form, although it holds a conspicuous place in the early history of 
our government. To reconcile the contending claims of the 
states to the unappropriated territory, and to satkfy the demands 
and expectations of each, was among the most embarrassing tasks, 
which the general Congress was called to execute. By great 
prudence and good management, however, an amicable adjust- 
ment of all difficulties was gradually brought about, the states 
relinquished their claims, whether real or imaginary, and the 
sovereignty over all the new territories was ceded to the govern- 
ment of the United States. A concise history of the events lead- 
ing to these results is the aim of Mr Blunt in the present work. 

In an introductory chapter, the author takes a brief view of the 
original right of Europeans to parts of the American continent, 
or of the foundation of their claims. He goes back to the papal 
grants, and then considers in historical order the claims founded 
on actual possession, prior discovery, charters, conquest, and 
purchases of the Indians. He dissects the old charters, and shows 
how extremely vague they were in denning boundaries. In truth, 
at the time they were given, the ignorance of the geography of 
this country was such, as to render it impossible to define the 
limits of any extensive territory. Hence, for the want of any 
known marks, the South Sea was made the charter boundary of 
several of the provinces on the west. This looseness in fixing 
boundaries caused an interference among the grants, and in the 
end produced some of the most serious obstacles to the formation 
of the confederacy. Mr Blunt has pursued the subject through 
all its windings. The point will be found pretty largely discussed 
also, in a former number of this Journal. [ Vol. XIII. p. 313 et seq. 
for Oct. 1821.] Paine's treatise, entitled ' Public Good,' first 
published in 1780, and relating particularly to the Virginia claims, 
exhibits the merits of the case in a very strong light. 

Mr. Blunt has rendered a valuable service to the public, in 
collecting into one body so many historical facts bearing on the 
same point. This work will greatly facilitate future inquiries ; it 
is executed with apparent fidelity, and patient examination of au- 
thentic materials ; the style is clear, and the arrangement judicious. 



1.0. — 1. Manifestation del Ciudadano Manuel de Mier y Teran 
al Publico. 4to. pp. 31. Mexico. 1825. 
2. Segunda Manifestation del Ciudadano Manuel de Mier y 
Teran. 4to. pp. 127. Mexico. 1825. 

Although these pamphlets are of a controversial nature, they 
are not without value as historical records. The authar, who has 
vol. xxii. — no. 51. 59 



